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,<, q""' .... to ten in on unspecifoed oroo of 
Con<><la. aod G.ddy lH. 00".>1 and 
voceli>! wi'" !he Con"". ~;"m";fO" 01 

~u"'. fIc, e",~ewed all rod 5/0, pntteoce 10 
pidc!he pf,one up himself and diol <Ii,,,,,, to 

"'Y hoII'ne. W.',. tolking c_m .• 001 p.m. 
here rool Geddy ain', got moe" Time for rIle 
trodi,,",,,,,1 Rod; .Ia, rfIoGrO<JtioooI., 
nec ... ila~"9 da)'!i"", somoamb<Jlcoc8. Bu! 
0"YO"" who'. had even !he b.-;"Ie>t 
doniaoce .... ilt. Rush woukIn't find that 
oIIogeth&t surpri.ing. The path. 01 Ru>h and 
'egulor rock parted mony moon. 090. 
Thot'. kindo!he appe<>l for me. Ru.h today i, 
" beau o. d ....... and differ"ntlrom !he 
pon1po1J. circ",,,,ta""" 01 yore a. if. 
pou;b/e to gel. 'Roll Th. Bone,', ..... bond'. 
lore" land umpt-.Ih) album, i. no 
O>o:epI\on 10 ..... rule 01 "'" rhumb tlml .tort&d 
'" be bent into .hope with !he rek>c .. 01 
Signc:.!.' bot. in '82. II> 'weeping >cope of 

,-<hoored mi_ wi"'" more ~neIy hoo.d 
pe<ceplion of ~i"" melody 10 pmd"". 
""",,,Of ryp;<olfy "",1M ,oeD<d that pay. no 
.. 00 to....t.e< .. anybody .. ",', head 'f'OC" i. 
<to Did anyone.oy .te<ile? Don'Il<>1I Geddyl 
00 )'OIJ ""'" look bad on "'" doy. 01 
'2111', 'Byw-Tor And , .... Snow Dog'.' 01 
one! wonder who the hell the guy .roring "p 

from "'" album ........ i,?1 
, Iry ,,,,,I hard 10 keep" hand'" on the rod 
eltment 01 """'" we do" h. inIOn ... in 0 voice "'1 i, colm, thoughtful ond yel >.U .. ",",ed. 
'aut I can >eft wholyoo m""n. II', imf>Ortonl 
for mit 10 be 0 f>Ort 01 0 Rod bend b<l<;ou"," 
I get a _I chorgo from tho very ene'gy 01 
creating rock mu,ic. I kwe Ihe ospect 01 the 
tI,,,,,, 01 u, in 0 rOO<ll ju>! g<>inglor it, tho 
..."., 01 keep;ng on e.".".". 01 whaI we 
0fICAI >klrled 001 c>. Cbong<t bo. been on 
OI>porTanl element in Ru.h ond I IIIink we 
<:OOTinlHl to cbong<t . My mgin feeling oboo! 
"" cOd", clay> i, 0 ""'"., 01 wonder o. 10 
loow we <><luollygotlllrwgh rho .. """". The 
poee 01 loIKing ond ,,,,,,,,ding mot we kept 
up in tho"., day. wa' '" frantic that it'. 
amazing thot I've come out 01 it '~atively 
1Onol" 
I wood ... oboo! .... Ion. though. Maybe ii', 

Rush have an incredibly 
interesting track re<ard • 

and that's an 
understatement. Ta 

understand the 
understated requires the 

status of (I statesman 
without the need for 

overstatement as Geddy 
Lee acknowledges. 

Howard Johnson rolls the 
bones and comes up sixes. 

a dille,ent scena,io in II,., STahl, ond 
Conado, but lhe day> 01 .... nok.,! '11 11' 
mon cowe,ing in tho foe .. 01 .... mo"ive ,ed 
510' emb<oiderod on "'" bod. 01 .very 
,oek ... '. denim jodet bo, gi""n way to a 
whokt fHlW kind 01 Ru.h oli",ol>ooo: 
"It'. _ird" he mu,,", "Secou .. $0 many 
thing. oboo! u. bove chong.ed there i. a ,,,,,I 
va,i<!ly of people who como to >eft "'" bond. 
0...,. tho Y""" W1I'V<! hod mgny people who 
bo.e been eim", Iu,.-.,d on or I\I,.-.,d oN by 
wl"'T we were ooing o! IIIot particula,"_ 
it', kinda like 0 con>klnlly .hilling "", . 
oh/,ough ""',e are obvioo.1y 0 good 
peocenlage of Ion. who h""" >ll>r;k Wlm u' 
p,ecisely becou .. they' ... been intrigued 
about where .............. e going.' 
And it i. indeed pretty moch fI"ough .... 
bond'. mu.k and thei' mu.k o""no thaT Ru,J, 
aliei""""", hove been oble 10 meke any 
kind 01 >ubjfloC~'f8 judgement on me bond. 
k', not thot lee, guikuiot Alex Life""" ond 
d,umfMf Neil Peart have exoclly .hied away 
from "'" pre», it', more the cm .. rhot they 
h""""'1 ocTiV1lfy """"",aged il e ither . 
"I think II1e probloom that I'"" hod with p'"" 
i. tholl ~nd my>e1J con.lOnlly o.king m. 
qlJtl.~on 'I. wholl hove 10 "'y THAT 
inlore.hng~' Tolking oboo! youroelf i. kind<> 
boring and when you h""" a ,un 01 thirty or 
Iorty inlorview> .. , well, let', my it doe,"'t 
make me jump lor joyl" 
EM do you ""'" look o! thing. from "'" Ion.' 

point 01 ";ew ond worry thaI they mighl be 
"""'00 01 inio<moTion on "'" bond*: 
"Su,e. I g""" il con be fr1.,,~a' i ng io< the 
lon" I bow when I ,,,,,11y admi,. ~ I 
Om inte,e.led in ,,,,,ding aboul wi"" make, 
TlHtm ~.k. EM you hove 10 bolo"" .. tho' 
thought O9oi">I "'" importClr>ee 01 prOlfloCling 
a bit 01 YOU' own .. II and a ""' .. of YOU' 
own pri""'")'. The funny ming i.tho, "'" 
""- """'",, been OfOUnd "'" more W1I 

""joy IOlking. I """,n, no--one in .... bond 
objecl1 to a good con ...... ""ion aboo! mu.ic 
but the,,,'. """"ming thoT'. _1Iy""'" 
de.Troying abou, 'iHing wim on inle",iewe' 
who'. j",t ooing hi, job: Which I shon't 
Take", 0 pe ... ono l ll'ght. 
But _000"", (;.eddy open. up when W1I get 
inlO ... ,iou, di""'''ion 01 'Ron The Sane,'. 
The mon h,,, a p" .. ion io< hi. mu.ic thel 
tron«:end. "'" uwol hype<1x>Ie in ill WKy 

in"'n.ily. Doe, thi. make him he,,,,,,,,,,, 
bo<ing~ No. Seri""., but no! boring. The 
WKy nolu'. 01 Ru.h '. inlorl.ily set. them 
"",.ide "'" pa'omeler. 01 ma" WOtkoday 
,ock ocl1, and if Neil p""" can liner hi • 
,hetori<: o'ound "'" album 'elea .. with "",h 
leaden Ii"". 00: "We have to 'ememhe< "'" 
Ofoclo', word •. from Nik .. , "'" Greek 
godde .. ol.ictory" ""'n there '. always The 
bolanc. 01 .... addendum "".ond lumpy 
""'!erIC ,hoe." 10 b<ing thing. bock oul 01 the 
.tella, 'yshlm. (;.eddy lave, the loelthot I 
genuinely feel thol Ru,J, mu.ic ,n 1991 ha. a 
beouliful under"OlemenlOboo! il. Nat thol 
"'" .um parn o,.n'l «>mpIe., ""'y certainly 
ore. Bot"'" whokt, with on added empho.i. 
Of! me l'OCol o"'ibuhl •. n.."..., ~,ploy. iIS 
bond: 
"h', the fi'" time tholl mink W1I'"" .."..., been 
coiled 'unde,,"'led'."he laugh •. -Nat that I 
dil<>g, ..... I think thol'. pretty perceptiv ... 
'Roll The Bono.' i.n'lthol di .. ocioled from 
au, Ia,t album '?re,"", i~. i"" a >hi? 
""wo,d •. Who! ,,,,,Ify • • dte. me obaul th,. 
album i.thot I think""" hove a wanger .. n .. 
01 melody in lhe \IOCOI. than""", before. I 
mink thot with """h album W1I 00 Ihe<. hind, 
10 be one 0''''' thot ...... concenkohl on mOte 
thon cny other and wim 'Roll The Bone.' it 
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W<l> defin,"'1y the 'ocal depcu.men,. I >pent 
a fat of time writing ,oc,,1 ""'Io<;f .... co a 
prima .... prut 01 the ""'9, whieh wm a "",w 
e, periencelor.,... 1 think I'm "n ioyi"9 
'i"9i"9 mo,e!han """, and thi s record woo 
_11y in""e>ling ond 0 lot 01 fun lor ""'." 
With the mare defined ",n", 01 melody that 

the like. oI'Dreamlin"', 'The Big Whee!' ond 
'&"""do' t.:r.. ta 011..-, ha. il ""'" occu,ed 
10 you thai "'""' i. a pc"ibi li!y thol this <ouId 
toke Ru.h up to on ..... en 9,ea"', level of 
wcce .. ? In foci, wo.thi. a COtIscioo. eflor1 
to do thaI?; 
"1'0 be hone>l, the com"",'eiol 0sp6C1 
doe.n'l come into m""h COtI.id,,'ation, We 
olwoy, ... 11 obout the """'" amounl of 
record. onywcy . lOmelomo, 0 few mor" 
"""",Ii""" a few Ie ... Wh"n we ',e in the 
>ludic writi ng ther,,', ,,,,,11y no lime ta think 
eboo! that stuff, Whot I do often wonde, i. if 
we we,,, e"",w bond end we we,,, looking 
lor a cIeol doing the mu.ie thet _ do, 
whethe< we would set""" 0< nol. I,'. e 'eally 
mool pcinl, but I'd lik" to th in!; tha, the'" 
would be enough incfe.pendently-rninded 
people out the,,, ta g ...... it 0 ,hot. I'm """ 
the,e will olwoy> be f>"DI>Ie who 0'" 
prepc,ed ta bock the 'Y''''''', both mo.kolly 
end b.J>i""~wi", ." 
Talk 01 mu;ic Ieod. "'" 10 p,obe cboul 
whethe< Geddy <>Ow has ony in\e,e>! in the 
moin .tream Rock MO"e', the 'Hey Rock 'n' 
Roil' "men' whe,. Ru>h o'iginolly g' '''''' but 
whieh they -'" 10 ha"" left behind on 
_ni!yoga. 
'~'. the >om" DO with oil kind. 01 mu,ie. 
Some of ,I OPl""'i> "nd """" 01 il doe",·t. 

My Io>le the... cloy. i, prelty bi.orre, I ii .,.", 
10 Ion 01 diffe<ent .fuH, from Heavy ",""ello 
Koition mu>i<. I bel ..... " thet you ,,,,,11y only 
d.w~op Y"'" own 5O'Jnd when yOlK 
inftu!tOCe. ere >0 di • ..,,,, !hal your own .tuff 
bee"""" a blend 01 """,11y di>p<>rale >DuIId., 
I do "iIIlike a good do... 01 Hc,d ~ock .I'"" 

iu.t been li>len ing to the new MeI<>lIke 
"Ibum ond I th ink thal·,lento>!i,. The,,, i, a 
new in",llige"". in the lyric> "nd the mo,,<ol 
opproach thai I appr""kJI/t. That', whot w. 
o!woy. O"""'P' to put OC,,,.. oo.-oeIwn, 
pcrticuio,1y lyrically." 

"My musicol toste these 
doys is pretty bixorre, I 
listen to lots of different 

stuff, from Heavy Metol to 
Hoition musi(o" 

Ye" th" ,,, i. a notic<loble themolic of'P'ooch 
on 'Roll The aone,'; 
°h'. >O<I'I<>thing thai Neil pie . ed up on fi"', 
and it WOO """"thing tho, w. 0 11 found 
oor"""". de""loping on in"",,>! in. A 101 01 
the """9' ,.....-oNe o'oond the .lemont 01 
chanc" in d,ffe,,,nt 0""" 01 IiI... 'Roll The 
Sone, i. on odapk>llon 01 the old Soothern 
Ameriea n ga mbl",,' ph", ... ' ,011 dem 
bo"",' meaoi"9 the ,00Ii"9 of the dic<t, 
Toking a chanc •. Ther. i. cn el"",MI of 
,he""e in the spfoe,e 01 who, ..... do a. 
mu.ieion" the eha"" • .,Ie"""" that come. 
inlO YOU' 'P~e,. 01 Wfihng, tho, point whet" 
you .... mble aero" 0 _ie. 01 ODIe.tha, oend 

the ~"91e 01 e><ei_, doWJ, YOU' >pine and 
iu.t happon to be g,eat. What i. i' that 
'pc,h oH thot """""nti II woO o.omethi"9 
thot we Ieornt from 00' F"odlK.." Rupert 
Hine . He to"9hl u. to moke the m",loIlh",," 
""""""", ta aF'P'''''iote a eerlc in Ioo",ne .. 
in performonce, to mo'e u' owo,e that th ...... 

could be .oxn 0 th ing o. 0 per/or"","ce 
whic~ we, to<> light and hence a lime ""'ile. 
I th'nk thai 'RoIllhe Sone.· is io mony woy. 
CO<! 01 our mo,l human olbum. ond thot', the 
key to my eoi<>Ym"nt 01 whet ...... or" 'ight 
now," 

Whe,e? In Conodoil But .... ;"",}y. thi> doe. 
re i ... the que"ion of whethe, the bond ",,11 
be '.fu,ning 10 Eu''''''' in .... i>POf1 of the 
,ecord. We ,eally don" get to..,., eooogn 01 
Ru>h th .... days: 
"Yeah, Il<oow who, you moon, To be hone>! 
!haugh. w,,'11 be "",'ing at home ond io the 
U.S,li,,' aga in ond ..... or. hoping to get 
""'" 10 Eu,,,,,,, in the Spring 01 n"xl yea, 
whieh """""" be ~ "" by me, Icon 't thi'" 01 0 
bette, ~"'" ta be ""'" "-e, h', >0 be",,oIirut 
e' that 'i"",: 
And the 10>1 'imo you were he,e the sho ... 
wo. truly >peeloculot. CO<! of the fine>! fa"" 
display> I' ........ , _": 
"W~I we 'll be tryi"9 to pull..",... dilfe<en' 
,abbit, out 01 the hot th,,"mo aga in, 
Animo~"" i. " ,001 ""'" 10 work w,th ond I 
think that'. goi"9 ta be a big .Ie"","t 01 who' 
we"e genna do, II', ><>fTHIth ing we wonl to 

"'. " e chonce on." 
Wei 01 coo'''" it would be. Roll dem bone, 
ond..,., whot happe",11 
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