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by Lisa Fantino

Basoball and rock "n' il — they jusi
g0 togethes, | can slill emeamber the
first time | saw the Yankees play at the
Stadium In the Broax and | can wblll
remmapmbe the first time | saw Bush play
ol the Carrier Domae in Syrecuse. Some
memories. especially the good ones
jual laal. After | aow e Brona Bombers
win In person | was 8 fan jor lile, and
oddly snough, the same thing happanaed
alter | paw Ooaddy Lea, Alex Lileson and
Heall Poart In concert.

The Cansdian irlo has scomd dofens
of gold and platinum slbums n more
than two decades logeiher, whaleve:
the strategy. ii's definitely working Tha
problem ks the mom you do someihing,
the belier you get af il And the belier
you gel &l something, Ihe momn compla
conl you become. 50 how do Jyou Kep
it traah? How do you keep yoursail from
lailing aslesp in the middie of the game?
| aak miysall the same guesiion al the
slan ol every inlervbew. Aller 12 yoars
in this business, you gel tired of asking
rock siam il they're having & good hals
dayl 55 you make i interssting los
yourssll, and if you succeed in doling
that, then svaryond amund you will have
& greal Wime. And that's exactly what
Rush i banking on with thelr lalesi
sibum, Roll The Bones (Allantic)

“1 don't know how people are going
10 lake oui songas and | can't reslly be

worrhed about i1, a7 Lea ™ just have
to do what | think l& rfighl. The threa ol
us wrile whai makes us happy and thal's
ihe way we va always dona i

“And you can'l sspond-guass your
sall oo much o you pusl drive yourssll
crazy.”

Aler getiing s elaboraie s possible
in ptudio production on 1082y Skgnels
and 13843 Qracs Under Pressurs
Aush ig geiling bach 1o basics with the
néw maisrial it's always bean Led on
bass, Lileson on guilars and Pasrl on
drums and now you can haar those in
struments again in racks like " Dream-
line™ and “Bravado."” The songs are nol
baihed in sound allects bul snhanced
s paringly.

“IT's & claans, morns direcl approsch,”™
says Geddy Lee ~1 leel good about this
one bCausE we wanled ko iry hatl i1 we
s tarted writing and we carmiad it through
And it's takrly wall represantative of the
goals that we sel fof oursslves on this
album."”

Tha music s & lol Tanklar, ioa, than

in the pasl Hush has slways Deen
calagorized an heavy rock bordaiing on
haavy melal, bul Rell The Bonea 4
mors universal. Peard, ss always, has
writlen soma (houghi-provoking lyrics,
and Les and Lifeson have come up with
porme ol thalr bes! music 1o date. The
insirumentiasl “Whers's My Thing" i cne
ol the beat lracks on the slbum and Qaty
you moving in the iams groove ad the
obd Alen Gormle and Hamish Stuart lunk
from the Aversge While Band

This is sophisticated music played by
big boys who know whal they wani and
how fo gal it. They don't have lima lo
wakle in the studio; they gal righl 1o the
haart of the matter. This time produce:
Ruparl Hine cosched them thers. Les
syl Hine s 8 remsndous asasl to
Rush, is » greatl vocsl producer and
lands o telamnted snt of objective san to
the Barsd, Bul he sdds thatl Rush a a
closed chulh Vs always been jusl the
thres of them &nd they ve become wery
proteciive of lhat special cliqus over fhe
yaars, Once spring tralning stars — o/

whalaver saanon il happens 1o bs whan
Ihey slar & new album — Les, Lileson
and Pearl lock themselves away and
splale ihemuelves lrem the real of the
world. 's the only weay for them 1o gel
in shaps snd gel that chops down

This time It mean! lving logethar in
London with no wives, no kids, no gk
friends, no madies — oh ! Yol i
worked, as it has balore when Rush el
the stage alipping hrom undar tham

“Tha Hold Your Fire Tour mas a lough
tour for us, Physically i was a demand-
ing tour,” says Lee, ""We weron'l sura Il
ve wanied 10 lown smymore, We woaren'l
sure ol & lod af THIn-ﬂ1 an{ we noogd
ed time away. Through the courge of
mabing Preais, the thies of vt were liv
ing logeiher in 8 houss in London, ang
we haanl done thel withoul any oul
siders fod quits some time

“Wa had 1o fend lor ourssalves and we
had the greatest time. You know, wa
sach look dillarent redponsibilities o
keaping the house togeihaer and wa rmal
Iy had a of of fun.

“Through thal tlme we falked a loj
sbout the band and whal we wanisd o
da and whethed el ihould Tow oF fdl
tour. Wa nedded ho Lalk snd we nesded
o gel Sown (o tha hearl of the matber
and we did. | think we wenl aeray Iroem
ihat teating more of & band and | think

that rubbed ol on the Presto 0T,
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turned ol 1o by our happiest tour in
Lmany years. And | think that e
d theoiigh this album.”

| rerawnd hus commitment to Rush and
e brleves o did the wame for Peart and

i o owell. He says the secret to the
g ity tharts prrodesasonatom and

wilws they are as prople. That coukd
Ihﬂhﬂ'ﬂ'l.lihlllmllﬂﬂllmﬂh
W i it 10 o off on his bike, Lifeson
Wb diving ofl the coast of some exotic port
L antiape hunting lor bird cages and
bisitles, The peind ls that they can do

b1 o Hhser b 4 ovmrre Jiwet wary aned
e i @ i Lew cosnbesaars
Wi ve yionanger v e all ted up

in knots. You're thed up with ambition and
yodi e 4o busy doing i that vou don't have
time to ook &l whal you're doing or ap-
preciste where you're going. There's a lot ol
Fire there and there's a kot of passion and am-
bt that's all rrtamd wp 108 &ll taed boprithey
im 3 kind of thres asd now, for me, i1's mach
eankrs bo wr what s gong on and apprecwats
the good things that happen for the band,
o wrll as sriderutaned the megative theg thae

The band i happy being a band but that
doesn’t mean Rush never has a problem. Lee
says they talk oul the personal kinks but just
keep going over the professional ones until
they get it right, That's what happened on
ﬂtﬂhum with the track “You Bet Your

“That wai probably the hardess track o
mcond, " admits Lee. “Bal B wasnt the
hardest track to wite I was actually 2 lot
ol hum 0o write. If wan very hand. though,
ter prt i balance in the chora between the
whusmiting vocab anad ihe main vocal lise. Ti
wras a bosigh wong o min snd one that | never
teli comidbend that we aotaally nakled

“On the other hand, Bravado' was a tune
where almost everything you did feli good
about it And then you're beft with the prob-
bem where you could very easily overdo a
song hike that becavee everything sounds
oo on it. And for us. 1 think pulling things
out of that song was the key, simplify ing the
afTafgrment .~

Lows wiowh, more work. — it all depends on
how you look st i Geddy Lee has been
reworking his trademark vocal stvie for the
Last several years. He saws it's 2 matter of grt-
ting older and wiser about how to put more
amotion intoa phrase.

“Ower the years, it's been an area that |
take much more sedously in knowing how
o use my vokoe properly and wriling songs
in the right key and getting the most emao-
tienal delivery thai | can.

“I's sommething that Neil and | talk aboun
a ot im termm of writing lyrics, that makes
it sasirr bor e o pul MO SXpEISon into
ihem

“He's swuch a prohesional 1o work with and
g b a pheasire to collabuorate with. There's
absahately mo mee inwolved | workimg with

Inim "

They get along marvelowsly. I'd gues
they'd have 1o to stay together lor more than
20 years. | mean, even champion ball clals
don't siay together for half that amouni of
Ih.hhhlnlrir“hﬂllm
iapes and aglosomy i be one of
them

“You know, you can't really take sides.
because two against one just ain't lakr.” Lee
says, liughing. “And if there are four peo-
ple you'd break down into factions, two
against two and so on.

“And three people can fit anywhere —
three people on the back seat of a car, three
people in a taxi; you're so mobile, I0's such
a great mobike number. You have no prob-
bem jartiing reservations, whereas il you have
four or Hye prople, then you have trouble
peiting inle 3 restaurant, geiting here and
there. [Three 8] st a very portable num-
h--

Well in baseball it's three strikes and
you're out. but this Canadian trio keeps
striking and coming up gold or -'E.
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