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Testing ForEcho

Rush Return After Two Years In Hiding ...

Perhaps the bes! visual approximalion of the Aush
saga, 1986, is that of a lone hiker sfanding alop @ moln-
tadn peak and calling ouf i mo particwular direchion o soa #
amyona can stilf hear him. Teshing for echo, # you will,

After a solid fwo-year hiatus from the pubbc eye, thats
ety the sifuabion that the venerable Canadian power ko
found fsolf in. Appanondly, however, band members Gedoly
Lew (Bass, wocals), Alex Lifeson (guiar) and Nell Peari
fovums) Mead what- they heard when thay recomangd,
because what they came up wilh s perhaps thewr sironpes!
effort since 19978 MOVING PICTURES. TEST FOR
ECHO, as thay've called If, refums bo the forefont a band
that has .'::"g Bferd fag fine Delwien classic and modann,
at once progressive AND accessibie,

TEST FOR ECHO is no axcapiion fo fhal radamark for.
muta. Leas whvam vocals and buoyvand, imber basslings,
paired with Lifesonls arbiewlale asenal of guiar Affs and
Poarts intmitatse rhythre feundations, further biur the Bng,
establshing TEST FOR ECHO az the bast ol both words,
In shord, & modern classic

Currenily louning in support of TEST FOR ECHO, Ihe
band will be in lown this Monday, Novemnber 4, for 8 il
evgning of Hush al Gund Arena. Lifeson spoks  with
SCENE abouf ihe bands roiurm o fonm,

Algx Liteson: Somry I'm mnning a lifle bit Lt | just ded Ehe
stupidest ierview |'ve ever done, in my whoke [ila.
SCEME: That bad, huh? What happanad?

AL: | don'l knowe [t had nothing to do with the band. Thes

guy went on abeul the drug sceng In Amerca and how

rugicians are all *ked up — he just went on and on and  SCENE
on. Finally | just said, “Look, | know you've got some ser- Geddy'

ous feelings about this, but 'm hera io alk to youaboutthe s
record, if you want io talk to me about it S0 can we phq-l &

AL: Mot maalh
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do that?" it just wanl on and on. | wantad i SMoke a joint,
I got so0 upset, (laughs)

SCEME: TEST FOR ECHO's a pretly good record, and
a pretty good Aush record at that. | was wondering
what 1o expect, since iI'd been awhile, bul you guys
really came through.

&l - Oh oreal thank vau | o this recoad. | think it's Gha

m— ﬁ;.-:r.-_;;- ,_‘1_-:.,-,-

'_,‘._F i -.l"‘jl

abed  bicause i was there, I had 10 have a puposa and a place.
There's a great sense of dimension in his mixing,

Mow having said that, the firs #
tle bit weird for ma. | was |

|

mmmmmmnmrmmmmm
same-old, same-old toma, = 0
Thilulmmu

Once | exprclsed those ghosts
wesk we wicle five 5ongs. W dove into it and it
wils very, Very positive fro henon “,'?#L.p.
SCENE: Whit kind o | ngs did ¥
]umu paint whe jkind of SCEME: That worked out remarkably well considering
anm:rdmhnﬁumwmiwmm that he came in at the tall end of the project.
nhntnm'ﬂn‘nfmﬂm&#m1hmmmm~ Al: He came in fresh, 8o It was just a question of his take

umhpmm Drurg‘l mul Moil's lyrics, and. on i Consoquantly, had get things o a level where he was
Il gt a %‘Mi} ﬂlﬂr T far us to coma in and make comments, and we made
whnuur s dmr.uiﬂr nmE-L : niat gaing into the studio untl he was at that point.
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accordingly. pﬁ‘ii hear compietaly different lakes on thesa songs
I think Rush has alweys mhh' T Wa'd ihed with or six or seven months. It wss realy
o the way W develop ouF : W try o be ¢ 9 b hear how ho heard B, There wers things that wa
w.rtuww'mll.wwuim r qt'uhunnm puldr’t have thought of, undﬂﬂmmu]?lm
me, It's all tha instinctive, stuff that | do ipoint of him baing thers. _ \
think is the, best that | do, great at deval .ﬂhqpmmuinmw&n‘iﬁﬁiﬁ
hing H Mhmmduwumﬁmﬂmﬂ
- way next time around?
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A number of times, ha's
would've thought thal a mgl T
writh o herion e dnsirile Rt



AL Lin, greak, thank you. | iove [his recond. | think it s ona
of the best we've dona, Il not the best. | ahsays leal that way
alter wo finish a record, but there's something about this
record that's really special. | guess il's '‘cos | was there,
(lawghs) We had such a great lime making it. Everyone wasa
in gread spirits every day, really looking forward o working
avery day.

Part of that was du 10 the Break
went off and did other thing
quality and a feal ko this e
other ecords have had.
SCENE: That was probably 1ha bigges! break | i
band has ever taken, but It certalnly m“l‘n b
wiorked.
AL: Yoah. Geddy definitely wanted H‘_Lgam the ti
because he and his wile had a baby, ,
hewne for the first year of her life. Thera
problom with that from Neil and ma, :
We went on and did gther things — I'did the Victor pro-
ject, and Mail finishad up the BURNING FOR BUDDY trib-
ute that he did, plus all the miions of other things that ha
likes o do. And that streiched owt from 12 months bo 18
moniths.

that darection.

with thosa byncs mwmm;wmhm-;

e, and bl will witla thal
his beed, Bilbute often, the n

diranms, e lunings.

— Alex Lifeson

Concaptually, | wanted 1o develop the %t ;
way that the acoustics played a much mone imps
{ Eh-a owerall guitar sound. So we developsd

il Momrall did the engineering on the record, and he

B8 an exciting opportunity for him fo work with us
because he was so famikar with all our material, He had
aven played in a couple of bands early on that'd played a
few of our songs. We worked wery closaly, and b was
aware of our history, so i was his opporiunity fo kind of
davilop Songs mone in a particular direction.

And of course, Andy Wallace coming in and mixing. The
guy &5 fust & genius, He was lemific b0 work with, great (o
walch, vary fast, very knowledgeabla, wery bright guy. He
did everything for & reason. Mothing was In the mix just

o works?
AL: Mo ideas ..
- I know that | would like to do another project e Viclor was,

! % AL: | Tthink it's probably inevitable al this poind that we will,
| wanied a little mone aggresshanoss nul.arthnmmu & ‘mmat'smr,rbmausatnunng Iz noll & printy with Ls @y
mﬁmmMﬂawmmSﬁamnmmn n‘ﬂmh

“I think Rush has always been [:iIIE- |
matic in its approach to the way we |
develop our songwriting. We fry to
be quite visual with it, and you just © ¥
Kind of take it from there.”

s o
Won'l be as long as some tours in the past, but
ﬁpﬁm hur But to go out and do 120

B, cartainhy,
ENE: Any future side projects or

| can't really spaak for the other guys, but

ther it would be the same as Victor in terms of linaup
and thi paophs | worked with, | dor’t know., But I'd certainly
like o work on another solo project.

I'd like o work as & producer as well, work with offer
bands and musicians, My slale is clean, and it's prelty
broad, 0 ... | just like the whole idea of activity,

SCEME: Has the idea of an instrumental solo record
ever crossed your mind?

AL: | don'l think that | would want to really do amdhing
axclusivaly instrumenial on a recond. On a few things, yeah,
I kind of would. But & whols record, no.

Burt I'd bowve 1o have the opportunity fo work on & sound-
track, which is basically instrurmantal given & visual cue and

source of inspiration, | think that would be really exciting
and a lot of fun,
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