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Rush working to k

By Aaron Beck
THE COLUMBUS DISPATCH

Rush is calling its tour a 30th-
anniversary celebration, and,
according to www.2112.net,
band members’ memories 2re
serving them well.

The Toronto trio’s first show
to include drummer Neil Peart,
bassist Geddy Lee and guitarist
Alex Lifeson was Aug. 14, 1974,
in Civic Arena in Pittsburgh.

Lee's publicist told the bass
player to call The Dispatch last
week to answer hard-hitting
questions such as:

Q: Does rock 'n’ roll keep you
young or make you old?

A: There are parts of my body
that have definitely aged faster
as a result of my occupation,
but I believe the spirit keeps you
young.

Q: How has your voice
changed?

A: “I think I'm a much better
singer than | was 30 years ago. |
know how to use my voice in a
better way. . . . It's a little furrier
and less shrill, but also the ma-
terlal that I'sing is less shrill. ...
It's not very pleasant to be sing
ing at the top of your range the
whole time. It's not good for the
veins in your head.

Q: What keeps this exciting 30
years ont

A: "1 think our motivations ae
still the same as they always
were: We want 1o go out and
play a song that A) we enjoy to
play, and B) that has enough di
versity from the previous tours
to keep our fans happy.”

Q: What songs has Rush
1

here wee n few. The Cam
era Bye, rom our Moving Ple
tures album, s almost always at
the top of the request list, We've
given ita shot, but we always go,
‘Well, 1 just don't want to pluy
that song. I'm not thrilled about
.. You don't want to'disap
point, but you have to be
honest.

Q: Rush is set to release an al
bum of cover songs (Feedback,
June 29). How did this idea orig
inute

A: We always talked about
throwing a cover or two into the
encore just for fun. When we
put this 30th-anniversary tour
together, we realized that we
didn’t have enough time to do a
proper studio album.

A friend of mine suggested,
“Well, maybe you guys should
dip into your past. Play some
songs you used to play when
you were in your formative
years. Just record them quickly
for fun, not overthink it, and just
put out a little EP to celebrate
where you were as opposed to
where you are.”

We thought it might be a way
1o juice us before the tour, so

that's what we did. We tried not
1o get too trendy with itand
really go back and play songs
that we really did play in carly
versions of our band. We re
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After 30 years, Rush remains, from left; Alex Lifeson, Geddy Lee and Nell Peart

Series to begin
in Short North

‘The Short North Summer
Concert Sorles will start to”
night In the yard of the
Budd Dalry bullding, 1086
N. 4th St

‘The nerlas, In its first yoar,
will tuke place from 5 to
9 p.m. on the first Wednos-
day of each month through
September and feature cen-
tral Ohlo bunds playing
rock 'n’ roll,

Denovo, 84 Nush, Tlara,
Last Hotel und CAPAcity
(the Columbus Assoclation
for the Performing Arty’
youth group) will perform
tonight.

Admission s $2, or free
with a canned-food do-
nation.

For more Information,
call 614-294-4898.

corded about eight of them and
did them live off the floor in a
very short period of time for us
— three weeks.

It was really a lot of fun. (The
Yardbirds') Heart Full of Soul,
think, is one of the best things
we've ever recorded. Makes me
wonder if we should have
stopped recording.

Q: Do you meet people who
are shocked at the amount of
humor or levity at a Rush show?

A: Yes. People think that way a
lot of time, that we walk around
with robes on hike we'te gurus of
something

Q: Do your mterpretations of

> Rush will perform at 7:30 tonlight in
Germaln Amphitheater, 2200 Polaris
Parkway. Tickets cost $35.50 to
$72.50 at the box office (1-800-779-
8499) and Ticketmaster outlets
(614-431-3400).

some lyrles ever chunge?

A: Some lyrles hitme slightly
ditferent than they used to, but
generally i fond of them for
the sume rensons | was, nnd
(lnughs) I'm uncomfortable with
them for the sume reasons,

Q: Do you ever forget lyrics?

A: 1 can tell you some box
scores from three weeks ago, but
1 do have some trouble now
remembering some lyrics,

Q: Have you ever told Neil you
couldn’t sing what he had writ-
ten?

A: A lot of times, yes. When
we're writing, we work really
close. He's probably the most
considerate writing partner you
could imagine, such a total pro.

Some songs never make it as
songs because 1 don’t know how
to handle them the right way.
He gives me 100 percent latitude
to pick the lines I like or re-
shape things. It's a lot of fun.
He'll argue with me if he thinks
I'm wrong, but, generally, he has
enough faith in my opinion of
his work.

Q: What's the biggest crowd
Rush has played to?

A: “The Concert for Toronto"
this past summer. (More than
500,000 people attended.)

Q: Where was the first crowd
Rush played to that you would
deem huge?

A: We were the first band ona
big bill at the Cotton Bowl
("Texxas Jam.” June 10, 1984,
Dallas), and it was packed.

EXHIBITS

Inspirations
include hip-hop
and spirituality

Q: Touring in the '70s, did you
feel as if you were leading an
outlaw life?

A: Now it's a legitimate pro-
fession, Then tt did feel like you
were dolng something naughty,
that you were getting away with
something. On one slde, you

were o professional

nnd you took pride In that, On
the other, you felt you had no
business making a lving this
way.

Q: Do you get nervous hefore
you go onstage?

A: Not really. The turning
point really was before the last
tour (2002). Before the first
show, | got nervous. We all did.
For the first 20 minutes of the
set we were very nervous be-
cause we hadn't played onstage
for five years. . . . 1 don't know if
it was so much nerves or emo-
tion.

1 kind of expected it before
the first gig the other night, and
it didn't really come. By the sec-
ond song I think we were pretty
much back on track.

I've spent most of my life on-
stage. After 30 years, It feels
comfortable.

abeck@dlspatch.com
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Several people have attrac-
tive yet menacing smiles in his
Lisa Scottoline's newest rie
mystery, Killer Smile. But from  pr
the get-go, the young lawyeron arr
the case has her sights locked att
on an octogenarian Italian- 3
American. str

From rather unlikely ele- s01
ments — including World War  evi
11 internment camps, immi- en
grant fishermen and a 40-year- ba
old patent — Scottoline builds  pr
a fast-paced thriller that exists  an
very much in the present. :

She returns to the all-female  the
Philadelphia law practice of im
Rosato and Associates for her  to
protagonist: Mary DiNunzio,a ~ wl
young widow in the Italian ist
community in south Philly, in- 19
herits a pro-bono case to ob- liv
tain reparations for the estate ~ wi
of Amadeo Brandolinl. He was  giv
a fisherman, a non-English- at
speaking immigrant who was
interned during the war at Fort th
Mi Mont. Despond: bo
over the death of his young S0
wife and his exile far from his  frc
home in Philadelphia, Amadeo  ne
hanged himself from a trce in th
the camp’s sugar-beet ficlds.

Was it really suicide? Or ve
could his friend and fellow Im-  th
migrant, now a bedridden Phil-  ed

felphia busi tycoon inhis o1
#0s, be implicated in the M
death? be

When Mary starts Investigat.— an
ing the affalr, odd evidence
pops up and scemingly unre- pr
lated events occur: She discov- — er
ers strange, technical drawings  bu
of circles in Brandolinl’s pa- wi
pers; her office Is ransacked; w
and the famlily friend and law-
yer who put her on the caseds  vis
murdered during a break-inat  an
his office. m

To stay with the case, Mary ph
must sidestep the wishes of her  sc.
boss, who feels she's neglecting  in
her paying clients, and she co
must conquer her fears of fly-  ha
ing and strange places to travel  we
to Montana and piece together

Metro keeps you upd
happening in yc

Read Wednesday's Accent
for the latest theater listings.
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