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D Hy MIKE STEELE :
MINNEAPOLIS-ST. PAUL — Christmas events still dumi-
nate the Inocal calendar with the Guthtic’s A Christmas
Carol, the Minnesota Dance Theatre's Nulcracker and the
Children's Thealre Company’s The Little Match Girl belng
(he best of the Iod, and virtually sald out a5 a consequence.
- But all fsp'1 tinsel and Tchalkowsky. The Chanhassen
Dinner Theatre has a superb production of Stephen Sond-
helm’s Company on during December, for instance. Director
Gary Glsselman has a rval feel fur Sondheim™s wark — hls
production of A Littie Night Munic 1wo vears ago is still
discussed — and this one s simply the best musical we've
had locally for years. Performances are at §:30 p.m. (dinner
begins at 6 p.m.) Tuesdays to Fridays, 212 p.m. Wednesdays,
4 and §0:30 p.m, Saturdays and 7 p.m. Sundays. c ..

The Cricket Theatre in northeast Minneapolis, at 15 13h |

Avenue NF, continues fis adventurons pregramming with
the world premlere of Red Rover by Qliver Iailey, a writer
best known for such televiston works as Mary Hartman,
Mary Hartman. This one is a very funny comedy about thive
southern California couples who decided they prefer being
together than scparate and thus decide o “sleep over,” Amid
the partnier swapping and cunfusion uf [dentities, we have
sumething halfway between Neil Simon and Feydrau, a little
thin, perhaps, but witly teo. And the cast, as it has been all
year, & excellemi. IV runs 1o Dee, 17, Un [hee. 30 Eve
Merran's The Club ppens, 1t's a musical revue sort of show
st In a men's club in (e early 1900, The calvh iy that the
all-man cast is played by all women. . -

*  The biggest event on the pop calendar has (s rulnls in the

Incal muske scene. Guitarist-shrger Len Kotike, Mistneapolis
born and bred and still a resident Sere, will move late the
douwntown State Theatre fur concetts Dee. 16 and 17.

.. Eoltke"s reconds sell [nternatlonally now — he's a hoge
favorlie in Scandinavia — but his low-key concerts and
patural wit are uncharged from his early days. Kotthe iv a
preduct of the Minneaplis West Bank voffeehouse scene of the
late “30x and early '60s. Those were the days when Beb Dylan
could stil] be found playing at the Schelar Coffechowse with
wteh Tocal blues favorites as Spider John Roerner, Snaker
Ray and Teny Glover. Kottke was a kid then, but he was
already the best bluey guliarist in town and he just g betler
and betier. The now legendary guitarist John Fahey took him
under his wing in the mid-"60s, slgmed him Lo his first recond
cantract and his career just took off. Soth concerts are als

pm. 7. o ' .

The Walker Art Centre Iy opening a Large and fasclnating
show devated (o press phatography in Minnesola since 1930,
o one knew qulte what the curators in charge would find,

 but after dipeing through newspaper archlves, libraries snd

historical sovieties, they've come up with some extrantdi-
pary photographs,  + 7! R
. The exhibition is ¢ivided much like 2 newspager with page
1 pictutes, feature pletures, sparts shits, arts and leisure and
soclety and fashion pictures. Unpublished as well as pub-
lished phitegraphs are Included. An Interesting stdelight will
be a small display of photw equlpmert from the ald Speed
Graphits {they dun’t make “vin like that anymare) Lo the
latest cameras. It runs te Jan, 22 ! LT
And finally, the Minnesuta Orchesira is looking ahead
beyond e Nuteracker and Aewsiah season and has two
exceptional snloisty coming during the next month. Pianist
Claudio Arrau will guest with the srehestra Dec, 28,30 and 1
doing Brahims Pians Concerio No. 2, and vinlinist Isaae Stern
. will b back, as he has been yearly for a concert, Jun. 4.6 and
7 fraturing the American premlere of pPenderecki’s Vielin
Coneerto. ST e Fe e : el

; . . . .
‘Big Brothers concert
The first annual Big Bmthers Variety Concert will be
presented al &30 p.m. sunday in the Playhouse Theatre. All
purformers are donating their lime and the net proceeds will
go o the Big Brother (trganization of Winnipey, L
Perfurming will be Kay 5t. Germain, the I'at Blyth Show
tBlyth will alse be master of veremonivs}, Harvest, the Ray
Petty Show, Wayne Walker (@ tribute to Elvis), Allyson
Taslor, Sean Williamson, Burnion a Ringe, Kochina, Three
Penny Opera. Transenni Cyvmk Dancers, Reyal Dance Con-
servatary Dancers, Fox Glove, Rick Peltaryk and Lorina
MeKennit. E R K MR
> Miss McKennit

.

placed in the top 15 in the recent Du

Maurier Search For Talent and Rlgth plaved in the top 30,

- - Written for CT*
By JIM MILLICAN

A Torunto power-fieK triv
valled Rushis Canada™s No. 1
rock export. s three mem-
bers predicted it twe year
apo but no one was listening.
s still diffteult for many
to believe JHosh's rise to
prominence b @ reality.
They play the kind of music
that leaves your ears ring-
ing, body trembling and
mind numb. -
- In 1973 when Rush formed.
the mare melodic Guess Who
contrulled the beards and
since then, Bachman Turner
Oserdrive reigned supreme.
Now, with The Guess Who
Just a snemory and Randy
Bachinan  n  hibernation,
Rush emerges as the reign.
fng champ. - & " -
. For drummer Neil Peart,
puitarist Alex Liefson and
basslst-sinper  Geddy  Lee,
thityes haven't always been

" sn ¢lear-cut. When Peart re-

placed the vriginal drummer
in 1971, Hush had released a
first album nn its own label
because no major recerd
company wirs Inerested.
Thuse who knew say Hush
was a lwd, primitive, gul-
tap-powcred tidal wave of
energy thal priduced a dis-
tried white nolse. ~ -
< That first album landed
the band a contract with

Cdud. oo

Mereury Hecerds in the Unit-
o States. o

. “These  were  excellent
days for us, looking back,™
Preart said. *We had 0o
pressufe an us as the opening
act. We just fived our own
lives, got 1o know one other
ani drcamed about the Tu-
jure. The 13pe ol music we
were doing wasn't hard for
people to relate 10 and there
were only three of us fo re-
member. We knew it could
only get better.”

The seeond album, Fly By
Night, was slightly refined,
with PPeart handling percus-
sion and wrillng mot of the
Jyrics. Sophistlcalion began
in edge fts way into the
musiv, aftheugh that wasn't
impertant to the many ¢on-
certpoers in the US. whe

saw Hush npen for bands like

Urizh Heap. -
In Canada, a hard-core fol-
fowlng was vmetging. Fly By
Kight became a gold atbum
(50,000 copies sold) and the
industry awarded Rush a
Juno as Canada’s muost
prumising new group.

Afler more than a year of
moving ahead, Rush stom-
bled. Thelr third album, Ca-
ress of Stevl. appeared in
January, 1973, and was a

_ At the time, our record
company didn't agree with
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our musical  direction,”
Peart said. *We were at a
low point  professlonally,
playing a Iot of small places
In the United States without
breaking into $he imporiant
big-cily markets o sell the
album, We even got to call-
jnye [t our ‘down the tubes

tour." it was sobad.”™ .+~

Rush's next album leaped
ahead into that nebulous
arca of rock endeavor known
as the concept album, It was
called 2112, a seicnce-ficlion
landscape  ¢onvocted by
Peart. -

L was kind of do or dn-

Peard sald, “Everyone was

- Toronytgo,’s Rush top rock export

concerned that we weren’l
selling ennugh records to
make uy big business and
they were leaning an us lo
make our music mare com-
merelal. U was 2 very pas-
slonate time and it resuited
in a very passionate album.
We were very involved and |
think peuple reeognized how
much of ourselves we'd
poured into that album.” *
212 Fast became their
most successful album and
the side-long title piece be-
came a central attraction in

© their by now lavish live
shuw, STl eyt

Rush followed with a live

depansts.

recording at Massey 12l in
Toruonta, All the World's a
Stape was a two-album scl
that chronicled the high
lights of the Miest  four
albums, 1ts release kept funs
sathfled @ while  the trio
worked on the mew LI, A
Farewcll 1o Kings. ~ ot
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