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HEAVY METAL UBER ALLES! At least that’s
the message of the Sounds Readers Poll, the
most prestigious test of public opinion in the

entire history of the world. Maple Leaf
Mayhem Merchants, Rush, are surprise
winners of the Band Of The Year. And.
perhaps even more of a8 shock. Sheffield Men
Of Steel (groan. — Ed.) Def Leppard have
scooped both the New Band and Best Single
sections. You read about both bands FIRST
in Sounds, natch, and you can read about
em again in the following pages.

Other metal musos like Led Zep, Rainbow,
Whitesnake and Motorhead also feature
strongly, but they were chased all the way by
The Police, The Jam, The Stranglers and
co. Pink Floyd, like Zep, proved that Old is
Besutiful. And talking of beautiful (groan
again. — Ed.), Kate Bush and Debbie Harry
were not unexpected favourites. The 2 Tone

phenamenon happened too late in the year to B A ND N EW BA N D
win any first place norminations, but made _ N
sufficient impact to ensure hugh placings in :-;.-.-' |

several sections. Are the results a true
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NEIL PEART, Rush
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snowbaliing Rush cult here
makes Britmn, N Nt
Poart s words, unique S50
how does @ feel to e
Numeoro Uno Soundswise
guys’
‘I's amazng
nods modestly
it s SCAREEEE! Geddy
| pe ASSUMES A SQUEAKY
accend
i's one of the rneces!
therngs Peart adds with a
cheeky gleam in his g#ye
“Though | must say the
Malody Maker poll was
sremendously satsfying We
wete gl i there as
muS s and as
composers, 100, 11 was just
4 tremendous recogmhon
They seem genunety
surpresed that of all the
name bands tloating around
these dovs. they got landed
with the number one Spot
They say they could nol
have envisaged i
happemng
“Maybe, after we played
Bingley and did that last
tour,” Geddy wonders
knew we d do well there
but not anywhere ke thes
It's not like You sold the
most albums’ or You did
thes . because there's a lot
of people who sell a lot of
records, and something hke
this 15 removed from that, |
think
“Yeah, " Ned opines, it's
not 50 much that rfys many
people ke you, or this
many peapie like you (s
much. To take the trouble
to write — fi1's different
from record sales, a whaole
difterent teeling. People
have o care enough 1o do
than
Geddy adds an escape
clause “It's one of those
areas, though, that you try
ot 10 put 100 much
impartance on, for obwvious
reasons )
Such as’
 Weill, y know, if you
start getung hung up on the
whole competitive end of it
it's really bad for your
priontes You can really get
messed up. s¢ you try and
play all those sort of thngs
down 1o yourset!
Ned strkes up the Tune.
We lock at beng number
eght on the Bdlboard chart
with an ar of unreakity It's
a thing you can’t personally
relate 10, somehow
As for the number three
postioming n Britan, Pean
comments thus ' ‘Beyond
Lur m dreams’ would
be the chched response '’
And, comng on like the

Peart

‘We
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“It's scaree!”’ squeal the poll
winners when John Gill
breaks the good news to

them in the USA

Nanonal Tounst Board
what's so specal about
Brioam’

it & special. Geddy
explains. Decause we
irarmed what we do
primanly from musiclans
who came rgm Britain. A
whole style, 3 whole way of
playmg, a whole attitude
towards what we do was
born out of thaings tsught to
us pnmanly by Brinsh rock
musicians. So to acheve
any kind of success
whatever you want 1o call it

s a hittle bit specal,
because that's full crcle

LEX, UNTIL now
cutled up n an
armchair sently

nursing @ bad cold, pipes
up, “There's a son of
closeness with our audence
there that's urugue, that we
don’t have anywhere else

| don't know if it's faur 1o
say that it doesn t happen
anywhere glse,” Geddy
disagrees. It becomes
more apparent theoe
because all the gwygs are
much more mtamate (')
And even when you re
confronted on the swree
there by a fan, it s not
Yaaargh'! and grab your
sharl.

Apan from your
politeness when contronting
rock stars on the street
they say that by the nature
of Bnush gigs, audences
here pay more attention

1980 spems 1o be
Vindicate Rush Year
They've won a slew of
Canadan awards before,
and have done well in
Creem magazine polls, but
the Sounds poll plus the
hagh cross Atlantuc charting
makes Rush big news For
my tuppenceworth, I'd
hazard an expianauon that
‘Permanent Waves' sees o
maturaton of the band and
thew musc, moving on from

the nave lantasy epics and
bombasuc” (thew term)
gugnol nting of previous
ncamanons mportantly,

though, they have retamed
the drving energy and, er,
kerraaang' thal epiomises
their appeal

Perhaps nghtly  they
express mild mdygnance
when asked if they can
control the phenomenon
y know, Will The Machine
Chew Them Up And Spit
Them Qut, Will {cont p94).

‘We re a band that s
been around for so long. s
not ke we've just started
out and all of a8 sudden
we're top ten, yknow?
We've been playing for
years, and our success has
come very very slowly
Every time we've reached a
new level of success or
whatever you want to call it
(the second nme he's
tagged on that disclawner,
all you readers between the
lines) we've had time 1o
adhust, adjust our heads and
our way of thinking. But

Aha'

T AL the same time, 1t
t5 o bt wend, because all of
a sudden you nouce people
comung out of the
woodwork, people
demanding a ittle more ol
your time Everybody keeps
remmding you how
successful you are It makes
you feel uncomfortable Al
you're domng s the same
thing you've been doing for
ten years but every two
munNuies someocne s going
Whaa haay! You're dong
great! Top Ten! Wow! So
you're a big group now!"™

In hindsight. Nedl says
that "Permanent Waves
deserves the success i
achueved. I m very proud
of the album. It's the album
we wanted to do  This also
apphes 1o the lyrics, |
really teel now that those
lyncs pretty well represent
the best that | can do

He deflects any questions
to define his lyncs,
explaming the drastic
cthange from
sword n'sorcery allegornes o
deabng in speciics thus |

think the reason faor that
was we were dealing
theory before, and once you
detme certamn theones you
have to start thinking about
apphcations, It seems a
logical extenswon

PART FROM ‘one or
two small deas
bemng kicked around

no new matenal 1s
forthcoming. The next
stucho album s a long way
off It will — piggy banks at
the ready, Wolverhampton
Priests Of The Temples of
Syrinx - be preceded by a
hive album recorded dunng
during their five-day stint at
Hammersmith Odeon but
with one or two gigs
recorded up north. Typcal
of ther gut busting
schedules, Britan will be
followed by Europe and
probably Japan, which has
been angling for a Lush tour
for a few years now.
Howard, exhausted after
playmng a sdent version of

the set on his I?htmg
console (Keth Emerson
tiounishes and all') ushers a

young policeman mto the
dressing room. The
pohceman s attached 1o the
government enquiry nio gig
satety after the deaths at
the Who's Cincninatti gig.

it's a subject that Rush
get pretty heated about
themselves, 10 the extent of
contracts stipulating edrly
opening of doors (ane of
the reasons, the officer
says, for the Cincinnatti
deaths) fhixed seatung so no
quaalude poltergest can
make with the magic, low
key but firm secunty and
adequate fre safety
preEcCautons

They talk for over an
hout, giving hem mare than
enough Tor hes report. But
the end result seems
disappomnting. It looks as
though the enquiry was
demanded by self
publcising pobtcians
getung ther taces on CBS

News thanks 1o a couple ol
dead rock fans. The
responsibifity wall be
shunted around between
caost-cutting promaolters
local authontes,
government and bands Al
well, that's fWashington
style) showtug

T WAS A good thing
that the young
policeman wasn t at

the Detront gig the next day
The newly-opened land
prematurely crumbling! Joe
Louts stadium, on the banks
of the Detroit River, was
expenmenting with a
computensed ticket system
Something went wrong with
the system and left
hundreds upon hundreds of
kids milling around in the
darkened hall.

but most kds | 1alked to
said the mage s overblown!
many were intent on getting
out of it before the gg even
started.

Five minutes into the
opener, ‘2112, and the

was leaving the band that
mght.
Things ddn’t improve
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 subject of making thew own
films.

DAackSlage wher@ Qorearns
Doopie. friends srd
treeloaders. milled sraumd
the band Nel sat m one
COETIe h;”};r_l Yy e
~OUld nonce him thers
ahile Alex and Geddy
sloped off 1o Max Webster &
rassing roofm
One of the things W©
smerge Irofm antearmuttent
back stage chats snatched
mbetaeen mouthiuls of
Chinese lood and Perier
water s that although
there 5 o new studin
matenal they e ywery
mterasted n getting ne
T rmaSIc
We ve had a tew scnpls
offered to us, but you ger
50 partcular aboul what
you want 1o do. Savs
Geaddy. 'You want w0 have
a good scnpt. Somsetimes |
feel ke, Yoah, ot's do ths
grummy maovie’  just o de
it Just to get the
expenence. It's an area i'd
really hike to g=t nto,
because there are no
kmitations involved, you can
tout.”
When pressed, Geddy
confesses that, of all the

- mowvies he s seen land

they're all great movie
buffs), the film he d have
liked to have scored s
Ciizen Kane. Sensing a
vehicle for thew

brand of therapeutic
humour. Neil gets mnto the

Ned: | was gonna wnte
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